
A project of the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 (ARRA)

This $82.3 million project will help remove a regional bottleneck by improving US-69 
from south of 103rd Street north to 75th Street.  The US-69 corridor links some of the 
fastest growing communities and economies in Kansas.

Why is the Project Needed? 
Traffi c is growing throughout the metropolitan Kansas City 
area and US-69 is no exception.  Improving this portion of 
US-69 is one of a series of projects to increase capacity and 
enhance traffi c fl ow in the US-69/I-35/I-435 complex and 
south along US-69.  

Average daily traffi c volumes range between 87,000 and 
59,000 vehicles along the US-69 corridor in the area just 
north of I-435.  More than 3,000 of those are heavy com-
mercial trucks.  This freeway and its interchanges operate 

beyond their capacities, causing congestion and travel 
delays.  Traffi c demands for this growing economic core 
of Kansas are increasing.  Traffi c volumes are expected to 
increase from 78,100 today to 165,600 in 2040.  

Improvements are needed to relieve congestion, improve 
safety and traffi c fl ow and provide lane continuity so US-
69 operates at acceptable levels of service and to enhance     
access to major employment centers.

Why US-69 Matters
Overland Park and Johnson County serve as a primary economic engine in Kansas.  Overland Park is the most populous 
city in Johnson County, which ranks in the top-third nationwide for economic growth.  The region has the largest concen-
tration of employment in the state and is built on the backbones of the US-69 and I-435 corridors.    

The number of residents south of I-435 will double by 2020, thanks to the speedy, convenient access US-69 provides.  
More people will live in this area alone than currently live in all of Overland Park.  Growth in the corridor south of I-435 
will produce 220,000 jobs in the area by 2020. 

Commute times are projected to increase from 11 to 35 minutes if improvements aren’t made along the corridor.  Im-
proved travel times translate into reduced travel costs for commuters and businesses, stimulating the economy.

Solid Investment  
The project will bring economic returns and create lasting 
value because of previous infrastructure investments.

•   Nearly 2,500 jobs will be created/sustained during con-
struction.

•   It will generate about $225 million in annual economic 
output during construction.

•   Kansas has already invested more than $230 million in 
related projects along the corridor.

•   KDOT would have to spend $6 million this year in pave-
ment rehabilitation if this project isn’t constructed.

Why the Project was Selected
•   It could be let to construction within 90 days.  
•   The project can’t be built without ARRA funds.  
•  The city of Overland Park will contribute $7 million to 

the project, promoting the model that KDOT expects, and 
needs, local funding for large urban projects.
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Who Can I Contact for Information?

Kansas Department of Transportation, Eisenhower State Offi ce Bldg., 700 SW Harrison, Topeka, KS 66604

This information is available in alternative accessible formats. To obtain an alternative 
format, contact Transportation Information, Eisenhower Building, 700 SW Harrison, 2nd 
Floor West, Topeka, KS, 66603-3754, or (785) 296-3585 (Voice)/Hearing Impaired - 711. 

About the New Road
KDOT is partnering with the City of Overland Park on the 
project.  The improvements include:

•   Reconstructing the 95th Street interchange.
•   Finishing the 87th Street interchange and opening the 

“tunnel to nowhere” to 75th Street.
•   Adding one lane in each direction to increase capacity.  
•   Building noise walls along selected sections between 

95th Street and 87th Street.

What are the Detour Plans?
A continuous detour is not planned, but there may be some 
situations when it will be necessary to close US-69 and 
detour traffi c along I-435 and I-35.  These will be planned 
for off-peak times and be of short duration.  City detours 
of a longer duration will be necessary for the portion of the 
project that includes Lenexa Drive and Switzer Road.

What is the Schedule?
The construction contract was awarded May 26, 2009 to 
Clarkson Construction for $82.3 million, well under the 
original estimated cost of $91 million.  Construction is 
expected to begin in summer 2009 and be completed in 
late fall 2011.  Work will occur in three phases to minimize 
impacts to traffi c on US-69 and reduce the need for detours 
on the mainline.

Refer to the project map inside this handout 
for construction sequencing information.  

Noise Walls
The project includes noise walls along selected sections of 
the highway between 95th Street and 87th Street (see sepa-
rate noise wall handout).  Noise walls can reduce, but not 
eliminate, some of the traffi c noise.  Due to the way sound 
waves bend over and around them, noise walls are effective 
for a limited distance.  Typically, they are most effective 
within 200 feet of a road, usually the fi rst row of homes.  
They cannot protect entire neighborhoods.  The walls will 
look like the walls recently constructed along I-435.    

Will KDOT Need More Right of Way?
Some additional right of way is needed.  The City of 
Overland Park is acquiring the necessary right of way.  

KDOT Project Numbers: 
69-46 K-8251-07 and 69-46 K-8251-11

Contact Kimberly Qualls, 
Northeast Kansas Public Affairs Manager, 

(785) 296-3881 or toll-free at 1-877-550-5368, 
or e-mail kqualls@ksdot.org. 

On the Web, visit www.ksdot.org/Economic_Recovery/Statewide_Highway.asp


